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WHO IS CHRISTIAN ? 


He can you tell if a person is Christian 
or not? By the church he attends? By 
the color of his skin? By the beauty of his 
face? By the words he speaks? By what he 
does? If God loves us, cannot sinners be 
Christians? Do saints make mistakes? Does 
going to church automatically make us a 
Christian? If I have plenty and do not share 
it, can I honestly be Christian? Can a per- 
son doubt and still be a Christian? If these 
and many other questions puzzle you, they 
also puzzle others—young and old. And one 
place where they’re taking a fresh look at 
these questions is in the ecumenical move- 
ment as experienced by young people re- 
cently at the North American Ecumenical 
Youth Assembly at Ann Arbor (August 16- 
23). On a much larger scale, such an ecu- 
menical encounter will be happening in New 
Delhi, India, where the World Council of 
Churches will meet during November 18 - 
December 6. Keep alert to the new en- 
counter around you at home and abroad. 


HO am |? 
Why am I here? 

What does it mean to be entrusted ? 

Our biggest problem is ourselves. Life throbs with problems. And que 
tions. And people. And things. But how do all these fit into a pattern 
And where do we fit in? To seek answers, we go beyond ourselves. We ¢ 
to friends. We go to parents. We go to school. We go to books, movie: 
and TV. We look to something beyond us—to God. And having bee 
exposed to the church, we wonder if being a Christian doesn’t someho 
involve a way out for our own problems—and the world’s problems. 
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ENCOUNTER 


ENCOUNTER 


Ideas shape our lives. What we believe and what we think determine 
nuch of what we do. Our own ideas are perfected as we test them through 
xperience and through encounter with the ideas of others. And many ideas 
vere batted around by many young people on the campus of the University 
f Michigan at Ann Arbor, August 16-23. The occasion for this encounter 
f ideas and people was the North American Ecumenical Youth Assembly 
nvolving 2000 youth. 

And the big idea around which the encounter at Ann Arbor took place 
vas “‘Entrusted with the Message of Reconciliation,” based on the fifth and 
ixth chapters of 2 Corinthians. Read it and join in the struggle of ideas. 
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AT ANN ARBOR 
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EncounteR > 


LL kinds of young people entere 
A into the encounter at Ann Arbor 
Never before had so many Protester 
Anglican, Salvation Army, and & 
thodox youth from Canada and ‘f 
United States been especially del 
gated to an ecumenical assembi 
Much fresh insight was given by t! 
110 Christian students who had bee 
invited from Asia, Africa, and 1! 
rope. And then there was a smé 
group of uninvited youth from a fu 
damentalist sect who stirred up mud 
thinking with their daily news she 
of criticism. There were difference: 
in attitudes, in dress, in thoughts, 
actions, in experience. For some U. 
teens, it was the first time they he 
actually talked to a Salvation Arr 
or Orthodox teenager, or gotten 
meet and know an American Negr 


ENCOUNTER 


ANY teens were shocked one eve- 
M ning when “Veronica’s veil” (with 
ithe image of Christ’s face on it) was 
Icut into four pieces (right) at a service 
jof worship, symbolizing the division of 
ithe Christian churches. But the ills and 
lirrelevancy of modern Christians were 
pointed out in other ways—by a drama 
'(“Break Them In Pieces”), by an or- 
higinal musical (“For Heaven’s Sake’’), 
iby an outdoor photo exhibition, by 
speeches, by Bible study every morn- 
jing, by informal discussions. And there 
jwere moments of fun and getting to 
iknow youth from many places. After 
lall, the best way yet discovered for ex- 
panding our own horizon is through 
jencounter with people who are eager to 
grow and to know. 
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everything!” 


One of the most popular personalities at Ann 
Arbor was Archbishop Iakovos of the Greek 
Archdiocese of North and South America, who is 
also a World Council of Churches’ president. He 
addressed the entire assembly at one of the morn- 
ing services of worship. The following are ex- 
cerpts from a talk he gave at an afternoon session 
which discussed the ecumenical movement among 
churches today. 


ele future will be as happy as you are today. 
But are you happy? I am afraid not, if 
one can judge from the uneasiness which clouds 
your foreheads. Try for once to ascend into the 
sphere of idealism that is so much yours! .. . 
Make full use of your youth in the Christian 
shaping of our world. Stretch your arms as much 
as you can to the youth all over the world, and 
invite them to join you in bringing mankind 
under the Lordship of God, who is love, and jus-_ 
tice, and compassion, and peace. This is the ulti- 
mate purpose of ecumenical encounter: To enable 
Christian youth to see over their own particular 
frontiers, and rediscover the one, the ecumenical, 
frontier of Christ. Christ did not come into the 
world to raise, but to tear down, the walls of 
partition, and unify and bring peace to the 
world. . . 

“Ecumenical Encounter is a dialogue not a 
monologue; a movement not a melting-pot. The 
encounter presupposes persons of different views 
and of different beliefs. It is only then that we 
can encounter. The Ecumenical Encounter aims 
to inform, to enlighten and to bring into focus all 
practices, all customs, all traditions, and all 
beliefs, so that we may learn one from another, 
and at the same time learn to tolerate and love 
one another. ... 

“Never think of the Ecumenical Movement in 
terms of a super-union or a super-church struc- 
ture. Its purpose for existence is to give to its 


nembers new orientation, not new 
lirectives; new ideals, not orders or 
ecommendations; new, wider, and 
learer perspective, not blurred or 
ailor-made spectacles, which leave 
ut of perspective the true vision of 
he true church... . 

“One of the counsels which the 
Vorld Council of Churches gives to 
ts member churches is that Church 
nembership acquires its real mean- 
ing when it is an incorporation 
nto the Mystical Body of Christ. 
Ve cannot call ourselves members 
f any Church, if we are not first 
nembers of Christ and if we do not 
lerive our life from the life of 
shrist, through the sacraments . 

“What do Orthodox and Protes- 
ants have in common? Nothing— 
nd yet, everything. Our traditions, 
ur doctrines, practices and beliefs 
re far apart one from another. Yet, 
ye are very close one to another, in 
hat we are all Christians, possessing 
he same gospel, sharing the same 
esponsibilities, aspiring for the 
ame unity, praying for the same 
ause—that being, the kingdom may 
ome and the will of God be done— 
nd cherishing together the all-sweet 
ope for Christian reunion and 
eace in the world... . 

“T assume that none of us present 
ere can claim the absolute truth. 
‘et all of us live under the impres- 
ion that ours is the best Church. 
‘his indicates nothing else but the 
egree of self-righteousness and self- 
dmiration to which we have suc- 
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“Youth have a role in this move toward unity” 


C¢PHE church is not a club but a mission, to make known the gospel ob 

ile Jesus Christ to the world,” said Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, statec 
clerk of the United Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A., speaking to a grouyy 
of teens at Ann Arbor in August. “We are beginning to see that the dividec 
state of the Christian Chen is blocking its mission.’ 

Last December nation-wide attention was given to a proposal by Dri 
Blake that called on the Protestant Episcopal Church to join with the Unitec 
Presbyterians in an invitation to the Methodist Church and the Unitec 
Church of Christ to form a plan of union. The result of such a union 
would be a church of more than 20 million members. The invitation caild 
for exploratory talks on the establishment of a church “truly catholic anc 
truly evangelical.” | 

In matters of liturgy and worship, variety will be essential in the new 
church,” said Dr. Blake. “If liturgical scholars would study the communion 
services of the four churches they would find many areas of agreement. 
am convinced they could produce a service, not identical with any singld 
one but acceptable to all.” 

Creeds in the new church would be determined on a biblical basis. The 
confessions of faith which have come out of the reformation tradition cat 
be viewed as teaching instruments. “There must be explicit recognition 0: 
constant reformation under the Word of God,” Dr. Blake asserted. “Tho 
Church must be able to reform and not be bound by creeds which allow 
for no change.” | 

“You have a role to play in this move towards unity,” Dr. Blake told 
the youth delegates. “Young people must study and come to know thi 
difficulties involved in such a move, and push their leaders to get to thi 
heart of the matter.” 
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By the end of the first day, every- 
ody was beginning to realize that 
n assembly delegate should be like 

wrist watch — moisture proof, 
hock resistant, and anti-dogmatic. 

—Rev. Wilbur Howard, 
United Church of Canada 


Power politics work in Christian 
ongregations because there aren’t 
nough saints. 

—Dr. George Johnson, 
Canadian theologian 


As Christians we have exported 
ne gospel all over the inhabited 
arth only to discover that in many 
rays the child is stronger than the 
arent and that the time has come 
then the Christians of Asia and 
frica may have a lot more to tell 
s about the gospel than we have to 
I] them. 

—Jerry Fenton, 
Arlington, Va. 


We cannot break bread together, 
e cannot drink the cup of fellow- 
hip. We renew the scars on His 
ody and tear asunder His image. 

' —U Kyaw Than, 


Christian layman of Burma 


FOR 
HEAVEN’S 
SAKE 


excerpts 

from the musical 
given at 

Ann Arbor 


written by 
Helen Kromer 


THE 
DEATH 
HOUSE 


I’d rather be dead 


I'd rather be dead. 
Than mine ia grips 
With relationships eee 
ra rather be dead 
I'd lathes be dead 
Than face up i; me 
and reality... 

As long as there’s 
“Something” holding me back; 
I can always tell myself 

It’s not “Somicthing” I lack Anse 
Pd ra-a-a-ather be dead! 


<— 


GIRL: It just gets so complicated. x a 
LOVE Should I give up this virgin soul | 
IN : 
BLOOM Would he “thea afterwards still want 
me? 


And is it me he wants, or does he only 
want met. 


And when this undiscovered country 
is discovered, 


Will this fond traveler return? 
Or will he then explore a further field? 


Who then would settle on this land 
another has laid claim to? Pe 


Boy: And yet if every young man 
healthy as I am 


- Indulged his appetite whenever he so 
a 


And every act produced a child, 


In ten years ‘time he might well popu- 
late a see 


\All appetites need discipline! Or do. 
iD whey? 678538: 


Ee 


GIRL: What does pect of me? 


- Boy: What does she | 


He was a flop at thirty-three! 


His whole career was one of fai 


SOME and of loss; 
CAREER But he could have been successful 
And it’s really so distressful 


That instead of climbing UP, 
climbed a cross! 


‘He was a. flop at th rty-three 


‘He jumped from apenry to j 
ing to the mob; 


i : just never was adjusted 
2 “So he spent his whole life husted 


For he never ae Promoted on 
_ jobt ee 


cc spent his time with fish fe ol 


‘Its no wonder that he never "my 
‘te eradel : 


We’ve fought our way up to the 
s y up 


We’re both established as succes. 
men of worth; | 


So the thing that puzzles me 
Is why that flop at thirty-three 


Is called the one successful man to) 
on earth! 
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GIMME GOD BLUES 


I got the gimme God 
blues... aS 


~*Cause thé more I get 
the less I’ve got; 
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The more I’m a ‘have’ 
the more I have-not; 


The bigger the bet 
the smaller the pot; 


The richer I get 
the poorer I’ve got! 


I got the gimme’ God 
blues! ... 


*Cause God°can’t gimme 
“What I want him to gimme 
When it’s plain to see 

That there’s no God in me 
And I’m only askin’ Gime: 
Of the Great Almighty Me! 


... AIL I really need within 
me, | ae 


Give me—GOD! 


i} 
| 


if any man toda 


God is not an American. He is not an Episcopalian, nor is he : 
Christian. He is not our possession. He is not the chaplain of ow: 
group. He does not spend all his time at church services. He ii 
not defeated when we fail him. He is not shut out of human his 
tory by people who do not believe in him or who are disobedien 
to him. We do not lead God around at the end of a rope. 

—Bishop Stephen F. Bayne, 
Protestant Episcopal Church 


ANG a teenager, you are probably trying to latch onto a worthwhile goa 
in life. And somehow you get the feeling that the church, with all it 
high purposes, ought to help you find that certain something to which yor 
can give yourself. Somehow you feel God is at the center of all life, if yor 
could only believe in him. 

But you see so many things about the church that make you wonder 
Above all, the church and religion seem so often to be detached from th: 
problems of everyday life. And it-is in everyday life that you need th 
most help and direction. 

God is not at fault. It is we who seek to follow him who stray. God is a 
the heart of all life. God is in this world. His Son, Jesus Christ, reveal 
God to us in this world. God it at work in this world. 

“The triumph of the Word of God has already been accomplished b 
God—all by himself—and Christians merely have the pleasure of celebrat 
ing that event,” said William Stringfellow, New York City lawyer, as h 
brought the closing, and most controversial, message at the North America: 
Ecumenical Youth Assembly. He was critical of today’s church. “Thi 
American idea—that religion has only to do with religion, not with life— 
is openly hostile to the biblical description of the church as the Body o 
Christ living in the midst of the world on behalf of the whole world.” 

Said Mr. Stringfellow: “The secret of Christian unity must be sough' 
and it will only be found, in this world. . . . If it (this assembly of youth 
cares for the wholeness of the Body of Christ, it must first confront an 
confess the fact that the disunity of the churches today has almost utter] 
immobilized both the service of the churches to Christ and the mission ¢ 
the church in the world.” 
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/JOULO BE A CHRISTIAN 


“If you—if any man today—would be a Christian and admit and bear 
e burdens of the disorder of the churches today, he must live in this 
orld, for which Christ died; he must live in this world, in which Christ 
yes. He must live in this world not for his own sake, and not for the sake 
the churches, and not for God’s sake, but for the sake of the world. That 
to say, he must live in this world, where Christ lives: he must live in this 
orld in Christ.” 
As a high school student, your mission in life is in this world. It’s your 
b to live your life now to the very best of your ability, always trying to 
; sensitive to the needs of others and always trying to seek to know and 
do what is right. But how do you know what is right? 
If God gives meaning and direction to life, then we must begin by seeking 
know God in our lives. This means making all decisions affecting your 
rsonal activities in terms of what you believe God’s purpose is for your 
e. Your decision as to a job, your recreation, your dates, your money, 
ur school and church activities should be made under the compulsion of 
e fact that you are God’s person. You polish life’s perspectives in the 
cht of God’s love and truth. 
Begin by trying to determine what is meant by making Christ central in 
ur own life and the fellowship of your church. This question may not 
easy to answer. A lifetime of study and service will keep deepening 
ur understanding of it. What is Christ’s word to us as individuals? What 
. we mean by saying that the church is the Body of Christ? If the church 
the Body of Christ and individual members make up that Body, what 
en shall be the relationship of those members to each other, to non- 
ristians ? 
Begin by being loyal to your own church and denomination. Where your 
urch is not being true to Christ, try to help it be renewed, not simply 
organized. What is your church doing to help the non-churched, the 
yublemakers, the sinners, its own members? 
Begin with yourself prayerfully. Without God’s help you cannot attain 
> full measure of your stature as a Christian, and as a person. 
As you seek and serve, you will find meaning and direction in life. It is 
the very sweat and tears of life that you will find God. It is for this 
ld that Christ died. vVvvV 
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Aides batted ideas back and 
forth. Leading delegates in dis- 
cussion were Carl Siegfried (far 
left) and Dave Van Epps (below), 
co-presidents of the Joint National 
Youth Cabinet. The new document 
calls for integrating youth into the 
very life of the church, for improv- 
ing mutuality between youth and 
adults, for the use of a new Cove- 
nant of the Youth Ministry, for 
adopting “United Church Youth” as 
the name of the church’s ministry 
among high school teens, for sub- 
stituting an annual Youth Forum 
for the former biennial Joint Na- 
tional Youth Council, and for relax- 
ing the three-commission plan. 


Appetite for more 
One of the features I enjoy most 


YoutuH is Young Pillars by Chax 
Schulz (creator of “Peanuts: 
You whet my appetite for maf 
Has a collection of these cartes 
been published? 
—D. M. Sterling, 
Spring Valley, Mina 


Eprror’s Nore: Yes! Warner Press has two) 
lections of these cartoons—Young Pillars (1958) 
““Teen-Ager’ Is Not a Disease (1961). Each: 
for one dollar and is available at your deno. 
tional bookstores. 


Get record: 
"For Heaven's Sake" 


On pages 16 through 21 are ai 
excerpts from the original musi 
“For Heaven’s Sake,” by Iyri 
Helen Kromer and composer 
Silver, which was first presented! 
the North American Ecumeni 
Youth Assembly at Ann Arbor, Mis 
in August. 

These excerpts are only teas} 
and do not begin to capture the { 
impact and rhythm of the preser 
tion. A long-playing record 
been produced by the original « 
and is available for $4.98 plus; 
cents for shipping. Order your ce 
from: North American Ecumen 
Youth Assembly, c/o World Cow 
of Christian Education, Room 
475 Riverside Drive, New York 
N. Y¥. Make checks payable 
NAEYA. 


These words are being written in 
London, England. And it seems ap- 
propriate for this particular issue of 
YOUTH in which we're talking 
about ecumencial encounter—the 
unity of the churches, a wider par- 
ticipation in Christ's mission, and 
what it really means to be a Chris- 
tian. Since attending NAEYA at 
Ann Arbor, your editor has been 
preparing for, and now is on the 
first lap of, an extended trip 
abroad. He will be meeting teens 
of other lands and sharing their 
stories in future issues of YOUTH. 
Eventually, his travels will take him 
to New Delhi, India, for the Third 
Assembly of the World Council of 
Churches, November |8-December 
6. And youth will be there, too. 


CREDITS FOR THIS ISSUE: 


Puotos: All photos in this issue were taken by 
Kenneth Thompson, except the photo on pages 30- 
31, which is by Edward Wallowitch. 


Artists: 28, Bill Ragain; 28, Charles Schulz, 
Copyright 1961, Gospel Trumpet Co. 


AutHors: 16-21, all excerpts from the musical, 
“For Heaven’s Sake,” are reprinted by permission 
of the author and the Planning Committee of the 
North American Ecumenical Youth Assembly. (No 
dramatization of parts of this musical, or its en- 
tirety, is permitted without direct permission of the 
NAEYA Planning Committee, the holders of the 
copyright. Music rights of ‘For Heaven’s Sake” 
are held by the publishers of music composed by 
Fred Silver.) 

The fantasy (on pages 30-31) is written by 
Ewald Bash, associate secretary for vocation in the 
new American Lutheran Church’s youth depart- 
ment. His story first appeared in One, Lutheran 
teen magazine, and is reprinted here by permission. 

The prayer (page 32) is reprinted by permission 
from the study booklet for the New Delhi assembly 
of the World Council of Churches. 
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ND ACCUSED | STA 
USED | STAND ACC 
AND ACCUSED | ST 
ED | STAND ACCUS 
CUSED I STAND AC 
ND ACCUSED I ST 
| STAND ACCUSED 


I sat blinking excitedly before the klieg lights and wondering ho | 
ever came to be on trial for my loyalty. | 
On all sides of me serious-faced men pushed hastily back and fon) 
comparing notes, peering at me at times above their black, horn-rimnq 
glasses. A gallery was rapidly assembling and I thought I saw severall} 
my friends, but they seemed ashamed to look at me. . 
“How could it have happened?” I kept asking myself. “What evider} 
do they have? I can’t even recall ever having met a Communist.” | 
I managed to screw up enough courage to ask a courteous-looking in 
vidual on my right a question: “Is this my loyalty case? Am I on trial | 
being an anti-American?” 
He gazed back, silent for a moment; then he nodded, “Yes.” 
It was all so queer. For a long second, my fears overwhelmed me; tt} 
I stilled myself. “They’ve nothing on you. Be calm. Collect yourse# 
Thus I awaited the opening of the trial. } 
A man rocked back and forth in his chair and I realized he would | 
my questioner. He took off his glasses and spoke softly. “Have you} 
statement to make?” | 
The gallery instantly quieted and leaned forward. Here was my mome} 
My voice sounded high, but I spat the words without faltering. “This 
a gross mistrial. I have not been, nor have I ever wanted to be a Cé 
munist. I have never aided nor abetted one. I do not believe their jarge 
in fact, I scarcely understand Marxist dialectics. Any party card yj 
might have with my name would be a forgery and your witnesses must 
false ones. Now let me down.” | 
He sat for a moment longer, then arose and said in a kindly way, “T'lj 
is not the loyalty question at all. Have you ever done anything to pri} 
that you are a good American? What do you believe?” | 
“Why, er ah...” I must admit I stammered. | 
“You see, we’ve never discovered anything to show you have a belic# 


“Why, I—I believe everyone should be allowed to believe as he pleas| 
30 


Chat’s good American teaching, isn’t it?” I discovered the answer easily 
ind sat back comfortably. I was coming into my own. 


f 


“But what does it please you to believe? America was made great by 

hose who believed quite strongly about much more than tolerance.” 

“I—” He did expect an answer; that I could see. “I’ve never seriously 

hought about it. I suppose you could call me a Christian. That’s it— 

\ Christian.” When he was doubtful, he added, “I’m a member of the 

Jnited Church of Christ. My mother was an Evangelical and Reformed 

ind my father a Congregational Christian. Now we’re all United Church.” 

_ “Communists work in all units called cells to which they are absolutely 

oyal. Do you work in a church someplace?” 

| “Well, no—” 

' “Communists are continually seeking to bring men to their way of 

hinking by all sorts of propaganda. Do you do work of this kind for 

thristianity ?” 

' “You see, I really never had time .. . 

' “Christianity has a Bible and a Christ. How well do you know them?” 
“In my youth J received a prize for what I knew. I...” But I couldn't 

emember what I had known. The situation was becoming intolerable. 

' “Yet you believe?” 

| “Well, blast it, I’m not against Christianity! Let’s put it that way. 

churches are fine.” My voice rasped. 

| With more solemnity than at any time, he spoke, “Have you read where 

ie says, ‘He who is not with me is against me’ ?” 

_ My mouth opened but I could not speak. I rolled in anguish in my chair 

ind tears started. Who could imagine that loyalty meant this? 

| I squirmed under the concerted gaze of everyone present. The eyes were 

iot hostile, but somehow serenely tragic and hurt. And suddenly I saw one 

let of eyes and a figure on a cross. I could stand it no longer, turned to 

ny right to flee . . . and pitched out of bed. 

_ It was only a dream .. . I try to keep telling myself—EWALD J. BASH 
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oO Thou who art the light of the minds 


that know Thee 
The life of the souls 
that love Thee, 


And the strength of the wills 


that serve Thee, 


Help us to know Thee that we may 
Truly love Thee, so to love Thee that 
We may fully serve Thee, whom to serve 
Is perfect freedom; 
Through Jesus christ our Lord. 
Amen 


